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36 When The Going Gets Tough!
Mick Brown spins us a line.

~ Here's your chance to

" win one of five Korum

" Thermal Suits worth
over £100. Designed
to keep you warm and
dry in the worst of
the British weather.

YFOX Competition = October Issue

Winnara:  Meil Rushion, Ayhill, BNr'Wakelald
Kavin Gill, Meddleton, Manchested

Kaith Griffiths, Manigomaery, Powys
John Plumib, Kengswinfodd, West Madlands

22 Give 'Em Some Groundbait
Alan Stagg’s experiments pay off!

80 Tales Of The Unexpected ...
Mick Wood

5 y have a cunning plan to catch a PB
barbel. You think you'e got it sussed, eh? This
month Mick Wood looks back on strange days
that yielded big results. The moral quite simply
5. Expect the unaxpeacied

Mrs Morma Lancaster, Calnbrack, Sleugh
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84 Barbel Questions And Answers
This month it’s the turn of Jan Portar

Match star turned specialist, he's

caught barbel throughout the UK and
mamngains a sansea I:l realism

42 Quest For Winter Carp
Samantha's pointers for bigger winter carp.

96 Marsden's Musings
Graham discusses, whal, it anything
5 the secret to being the best!

Cower Shot:
Dean Brook with a winter rver plke
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¥ prime winter fishing time. | lova quick

Well, here we are, Yuletide
looming quickly into view
and | bet you, like me,
haven't even thought about
Christmas shopping yet!

The reason is simple
enough. With mast of
tha leaves now off tha

traes we are hare in

sessionsg atier work, whether it 5 tryng
tor @ zander at my local Frisby pits,
or stalking & big River Soar chub

To be hanest, you need carry very little
gear with you, other than scmething

10 5it on = an unhooking mat will
suffice - and a container for your bait
and some fackle in a small rucksack.

Chub are definitely the guarry, now
that we have had a few cold nights;
and in this maonth's magazing you
will find tips on how Lo catch your
share of this wonderful winter
species from Yorkshirarman Dean
Brook and Fen boy Matt Rand.

Chriz Ponsford is also back in action with
the pen, and it has been a busy old time
for “The Pong', what with a new venue
recard 30b-plus carp 1o his name and
plenty of ather action, chiefly on the
Whya with some magical barbal sport

Talking of barbel, we have sean the new
Bob Roberts and Stu Walker produced
Barbel Days and Ways DVD - and there
is a Tull review within these pages.

It really is an eye-opener and for |
people who are new to fishing | can |
think of few, it any DVDs5, which
will trigger the enthusiasm to wet |
& line in quite the same manner.

We have also had a peak at the new
Hugh Miles/Martin Bowler sernies,
Catching The Impossible, which must be
on a kot of anglers’ Christmas stocking |
lists. Believe me, it 15 awesome!

Yes, with winter hare all right, we

have asked top names such as Mick
Brown to delve inta his vast knowledga
of piking matters, io explain about
crank-baits, whila Samantha Callins-
Radcliffe offers common sense pointars
to help you catch winter carp.

With John Bailey writing in his
inimitable style, and an enjoyable slice
of dry Yorkshire wit from top barbel
angler Mick Weonod, thera 15 plenty

for all our readers to gat thair teath
into before the new vear arrives.

Enjoy the read - enpoy your fishing!
St Dexter, Editor

December 2008 |Coarsa Flesherman | B
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| Are carp a worthy winter

4 target? This month Samantha
o s Collins-Ratcliffe, who has an
impressive list of big fish in
her angling CV, looks at a few
simple pointers that could
help you to bank some carp

between now and next March.
PERORERRERR R R R R R R el

atching a winter carp isn't as hard as you think. &

bold statement, you may think, but you have to be

positive about your angling and if you apply a few

basic principles, you will give yourself a good chance
of landing one or two.

First things first, | tend to think that if you want a winter carp
itiz probably a sansible idea to fish a laka that you have fished
betore, perhags dunng the summer manths

You know the lake and, hopefully, some of the fish it can
produce, it may even have a good track record of producing
during the wintar, but if not you shouldn't ket it put you off

Battle Of Wills

Wintertime can be one of the hardast temes of the yeaar to catch
carp and can sometimes turn owt o be mane of a battle with
yourself and the elements rather than with any carp

The problem is that the colder conditions show dawn the fish's
rmgtabodism. In the auiumn, canp will iry 1o gain as much weight
as possable 19 help them survnaa the harsh winlar

Asg with any cold-blooded anmal, [ow temperaturas wall slow
themn down a great deal, As natural food becomes scarcer, the
fish tend not 1o move around 50 much, therefore preserving
their anergy.

It can mean the difference batweean surviving o not.

Find The Fish
Fos this reason it is important 1o iry 1o locate the carp before
starting to fish, At most venues during the summer the canp give
their pasition away quiteé easily, either by crashing out of tha
waler, swimming just beneath the surface or by producing clouds
of bubbles as they root around the lakebed
During winter, just Bka summir, the amount of success will be
determaned by the stocking level of the venua you choose 1o fish
Heavily-stocked day ticket waters still provide a kot of action
awen though their feeding pattern will have changed. This s
purety down (o the amount of fish present
Another thing you will definitely notice is the increased
amaunt of space you will have to fish
Mat only does the emaronment change but also the
appearance of the carp, the bronze coloured scales of the
=g Common carp become a deeper shade, more defined
L and seemingly glow against the surrgundings
- As commonly known during the summer
months, the canp give their position away
: guite eastly, but during the wintar things
change quite suddenly as most
carp will mova a lof skower
and stay in the same area
for langer bengths of
lirme, someatimes
not showing
themselves at all

2008 Cosrsa Fehearmen |43 :




Eﬁne method worth considering, especially when
you have tried pretty much everything else, is to
position just one rod in the deeper area of the lake

and one other rod in the margins:

Cover Your Options

One method worth considering.
espaciglly when you heve tried pretty
much avarything alse, is to position
just one rod in the deeper area of the
lake and one other rad.in the margins

There has been many a conversation
about how many lines should be
in the water! What is the ideal
numbar of rods 1o use to optimise
our chances of catching? Well, |
couldnt give the answer 1o this:but
am able to offer my opinions,

Fairly often | find myself sitting on
the bankside, ususlly during a long
spall without so much as-ablesp an
the alarms, asking myself these very
' _iiiﬂma questions and then looking at

nds alongside everybody ™ =

ge or four rod set-up:)

n there i5-8 mazdo!

the amount of fish capiures

The carp may not have mamaonas
like you and me, but they sure learn
quickly and detect danger easily.

: Therefore, if we perhaps reduce the

lines present in our lakes the fish
may not be S0 wary, rE$u[tlﬂq In mang

- of them finding the hook-baits.

- Don’t Rule Out The Margins
i | have spent-some long painful winters
: watching the margins closely on my

local water and can honestly state that

. garp do visit thesa areas! They tend to

. besaen rooting around the dead pads;
. reeds and other foliage, returning to
known summer feeding spots, even if it
i i in only three foot of icy cold water,
e Thewetore; if youcan Jocate these

- SpoiE, Which aswe ali kiiow 1akes
-time, and patience, then 1t - Nek
Ol sensi L therm.to our.
vantage and hopsfulty. catch
0 {or bur irguiles. <

It is crucial that your baiting
tactics ¢change during the winter
compared 16 your summaéar approach
Large quantities of bait can be
consumed in the summar with
the carp still looking for more.

But if the same tactic is employed

©odurning the wantar, abl vou wall and ug

doing is filling up the carp, which

¢ rmay resultin them not eating for
i days. This can spoil both yours and
: other people’s fishing sassions.

- Consider The PVA Bag
- A favourite method of mine and also
. of many other people | have had the

Below: Fruity trifle
bailies PYA. :

pleasure o fish with, is to presant the
bait using the PVA bag method. It can
be an absolutely deadly method of
catching carp, because it presents a bed
of bait you choose to use, with
your hook-bait disguised
inamonast it
The rig..if
azsambled cormectly,
can be cast long
" distances or placed
Aczi'rEMIm'r_]n{:tﬁﬁ tha margins
oy aingtiaid i presifalby
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Abuue nll Else l(eep Warm

warm. In joth advan  and disadvantages.
i [ L . tha meantime, thera could be that If you.can recognise Boih of these
with and have, 'over il e 1 .f pbwvious clue that (s missed, leading and utilise tham, you should be well
prenious years, had ,.._" Tl . 3 toan oppariunity gaing Degging: on the way.to catching that much
B 1 N T 5 Fishing In winter is not everyora's - sought-aftar winter carp, GF -
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Fishing in winter is not
everyone’s cup of tea but

there has to be a great

sense of achievement,
for those that endure the
short chilly days and long
freezing nights, when
the sound of a

screaming
run is heard.
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