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‘Office hour
winter carp
fishing’, now
that’s a favourite
phrase of mine,
as well as one
which brings and
continues to
bring very fond
memories.
‘Office hour’
fishing very
much sums up
the majority of
my winter fishing
these days.
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of more years than | care io remember,

| was a day-and-one or two-nights a

week angler regandiess of the time of
the year. | Ouess ke a kot of things in life, it
was simply oul of habit and was my usus
routing, Being a total addict to carp fishing, |
mzacied my fix, Thess wene the days when |
wiorkad al Wakers of Trowell and most
wEeks woulkd see me amive at my chosen
veniug ab Bpm-ih ior 1he first night, fish
throwgh the following day and night then
pacK up al sy O Clock in the moming in
order to get back home, shower and to
work. [t was very difficull some momings
getting out of bad to pack away in the dark
n heawy frosts or rain, indeed it was bad
enough packing up in the dark anyway, but
this is what | did and what | got used to
doing. That small hardship of setting up and
packing away in the dark gave me the best
part of two Tull mighits

| guess this 2l stemmed from my eardy
expariances of winter carp fishing, Most of
the waters | fished produced mastly at night
S0 when stuck wath weey imited ime, the
extra afiort seemed the sensible thing to do

never nealy had 1ha ssues | 50 oflen haar
pecpee tak about, survmang 1he boradom of
the long cold hours im a dark bivwy, Quite the
opposite, in fact | used to actually look
forward to the dark howrs, mat ondy was it
normalyy the most productnve Birne Rshing-
wise, bul also being an avid reader of frue
Iife stuff it gave ma quaity reading tme, Even
0 this day al homea | e (o tolally focus
when reading and it's quite common i | am
in the house alone, for me to be sat reading
by candielight or by the soft glow of a salt
tamp. With only being able 10 see the pages
with no other distraction | find | get totally
absorbed into the book. So this is how |
spent the long winter haurs in the by no
TV, no radio, just me and the writhen wond
and the added advantage of this is the
ears are stil alert kstening to the water
parting from a rofing figh.

In fact, pick the right book and the
right conditions and you are propery
e with the wiler, |

rermamibar reading Chay

Biytha's story of him rowing

the Atlantic whilst | was
cocooned in a timy 45° by
it’s all there was in those days)
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Because night fishing in winter really isn't fun (and as you'll see, there's simply no need)

in a raging winter storm. Chay was writing
about nding out a massve stomm in his tiny
ooat and | ad the sound affecis of the storm
and the buffeting about of the by

Another memory comes to mind from
Texas earker this year, Minus-12 actual
temperatung with a minus- 19 wind chil, it
becams 100 cold 1o fish a5 everything was
icing up, The wind was biowing a total
hocligan, the reets were seiang up and the
rods werg shckng 1o the rests, We had o
wind in. Mow 100vds away was a luxury
wooden cabin that | would simply kove to Ive
in. This was available compiate with heating
and proper beds bul | chose 1o expenence
thie elements the mghlt was lhrzr..'..'.r'rg al s
whilst getting stuck info a mountaineearing
book. | simply kv 10 ba out in the elements,

But all this is leading us off track from
"‘Office Hour Carp Fishing'. | guess | menely
wanted o gemonsirate | haven't agone soft
and taxen the easy option, | truly believe |
am now catching more wanter ish by
H'IEE-II‘I':'I the sassions short,
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Instant success

It struck home 1o me a few vears back that
most of the fish getling caught from the
Shropshie mere | was then fishing were
coming out in the daylight hours, 50 one
week | decided to make the four-hour round
trip for just Bhrs fishing. Besult: five decent
fish including a pure English 350 common!
Mow this was at the time mry best winter
catch from the mere and iromically on vy
shortest session. Maturally | tried again the
foliowing waek with an almost identical
calch, but this time the 35Iber was a mingr!
went again - three big fish and angther thirty!
Mow I'm sure at this point you simply want
me o tell you now about the new wonder
bait and rig | had developed?

Bait was whal was to become known the
following year as Quest Baits Fruity Trifle and
the ng was a home-tied combi consisting of
2ol Maxima and 22Ib Dynon SK. But this
doesn't really help you other than both
produce a bot of fish when fishied comecthy. |
had been using the Fruity Trfla’Combi Rig
combination for sometime, but had never
presiously experienced action like this. Thera
was definibely more to it.

With that wonderhul thing called
‘mancsight’, | am now tolally convinced |
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I was able to fizh wath the
miramal of gear: chair, carmyall and rods meant
thera wasn all the usual commation of setting

P Dheaes, Deds, cooxing gear and all the other

liz which goes with it Mow when

itthe waves each i
he lass movament required the &

teer eofF i Fhe
115 Al | =

wAnEar and it e
WINRET and [

Al I:.l.”."lllrl.l."'\.
o i o 1 2Ty Ty s i o u g - o 4 il
Armperay, on tha back of this success and the

¥ '--""\- aT=Ta K-Ta . rs . 1 ]
eer fact that | had so enjoved

ine eneral Necessany Cluther assodalad with

3
n o ek Mia o 4
A 10 SUOEH TN 8y tme

s

L TN
= et A,
o -

ol I.- bz, ol

ITENE, | WES SWE 10 &Nk

e e to v o
TS = {

: elge

DGII‘IQ your pr&p work

must admit these days I'm not that bothered to hawve too much to do the might before. | ry
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When the water Is at its
coldest you need every
gdge you can get. | pay
great emphasis on
attracting fish to my
hookbait but without
over dosing the flavour
content, | feel many go
wrong in this respect
and simply boost thelr
flavour levels thinking
this to be the best way
of attracting the carp.
Through close range

winter observation |
have found that this
can actually move fish
fram an area. | prefer
to utilise the quick
leak=-off but subtle
attraction you can
create with the Quest
Baits Maximum Action
Pellets along with paste
covered hookbaits.

For absolute maximum
leak-off you can add
water to the Maximum
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SENES away al this iime of the

Action Pellet and within
a couple of minutes
turm this into a very
fast dissolving paste.
The other advantage to
this is that you can fire
these paste balls out
much further than you
can fire the pellets
thus creating a
stimulating attraction
in the swim without
actually feading tha
fish. Give it a gol
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day. S0 unless | have a swim | have primed a
couple of days before with a litthe bait, | put
mysall somewhena | can see plenty of waler
before committing mysal, If | don't see any
clues and | dont have any idea where the
fsh could be, | st myself in the most central
swim | can which gives a good view of the
lake with the view 10 upping sticks if
something is spotted.

| always fish with the view to indicating line
bites. | appreciale what has been concluded
from the underwater 1e51s in CARPology
regarding kead movemnent and bite indication,
Dut tight lines are no good for exaggerating
hine: bites to give indication where carp are
moving. 5o | continue to use bobbins as light
as will just about combat any natural drift
aithough | do keep paying a litths line off to
keep them at half mast, These drag up easily
to the rod as the cam picks the line up on
their body and to my mind this has got to be
far less spooky 1o them than a tight ne
‘bouncing” off of them.

It linérs don’t occur, | try longer casts as
wall as casts at different angles. | find lead
splash spooks the fish far less in the winter
montng, Dut havang said that, | do stick with
the smallest | can reach the fish with but
rarety drop below 10z unless | can “plug it in
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| rarely introduce much bait on day-only
sessions whilst fishing (1 do like to feed them
when | leave] but do make a ppint of having
bait PVA'd an each cast 5o although I'm not
piling the bait in, | am leaving bits of
bait/smelltaste around after every cast. This
| feed is important to stop them getting
paranod about picking up single hookbaits.

| constantly swap rods around until | fing
just how the fish want it with rods fishing
pop-ups, bottom baits, snowmen elc., as
well as bright baits and dull baits, glugged
and subtle. As soon as the first fish is caught
| explore it further, I a fish falls to a bottom
Dant | will put Bottom baits on them all but
one of them will be on a slower sinking
bottom bait and one will be on a critically-
balanced bottom bait.

Hather than carry loads of different
NOokDast scenanos with mea, | simply wse part
of a pop-up and part of a bottom bait.
Depending upon the bait, as different mixes
have different bucyancies, these maybe half
a pop-up and half a boilie or a quarter of a
pop-up and three-quarters boilie to alter the
sink rates and to establish the most effective
presentation for that water. Once it bacomes
clear, then | play around with bright tops to
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Introducing the kit to keep you catching this winter
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the baits as well as dull tops. So many
variations are possible from just two baits,
out believe ma it is well worth ringing the
changes and being bothered to try.

You must ook at office hour fishing as a
match angler possibly does. You ane not
there for long, you have got to make it
happen rather than wait for it to happen.
Fishing days-only keeps me mentally aler,
alows me to set-up with the mirimum of
disturbance, with the minimum clutter on the
Bank and what i mora, it seems 1o mea to be
a more effective way of catching winter fish, |
have lots of theories for this, mostly based
upon not having lines draped through swims
for days on end, Similarly, | have theores why
| used to catch so mamy of my winter fish in
the dark hours. Back then | would usually fish
tight lings and in the depths of winler when
the water iz at its claanest/claarest then | am
sure a ot of daytime chances were ruined by
obwvious visual end tackle situations.

Next month | will go into a little more detail
about some of my winter mathods | use
when | move from 'Office Hour Canp Fishing'
to ‘Part Time Carp Fishing', Until then, may
wish you all best fishes?

Shaun Harrison [}
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