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Harrisonisa blg fan of

soaking h1$ bauts to give them
that washed-out look. Why not
treat your boilies to a slurp...

he prolonged cold, dark
~  and often crisp nights of
- winter, followed by
. slippery driveways and
frozen windscreens, hardly bring
on the urge to go carp fishing,
do they?

Thay do to me. I must admit to
feeling a relative smugness during
the winter, and can easily warm to
many memories of winter success
over the vears.

It is a fact that most of mv
personal-best carp have fallen to me
at this time of year, and 1 honestly
helieve this is an opportunity o sort
out the bigger fish. Undoubledly the
fish slow up and rest for much
longer periods when the water is
cold, but the larger ones tend to
remain that little bit more active,

If everything is active then all
well and good, because every
winter carp [ calch feels just that bit
more important to me than a
comparable fish in the summer.
Winler carp certainly give me
a buzz.

So let's now look at one of the
little tricks I employ which can
make all the difference between
success and failure.

Pre-soaking
Pre-soaking vour boilies has several
advantages, particularly when the
carp'’s metabolism has been slowed
by the cold. Carp are cold-blooded,
and as such their energy levels are
governed by the temperature of the
walber, | have written this countless
times in the past, but it is so easy to
forget. The colder the water, the
slower the world is to the carp.

[ like: to put my free baits

(loose offerings) into water at least
24 hours before I go fishing. 1 use
either the water from the lake I am
fishing (take a bottle home with you
after each trip) or bottled spring
water. In the past | have filled up
the bottle from other natural waters
but I no longer do this for fear of
spreading disease. If damp nets can
spread infection, just think what
pre-soaked baits could dol

1 have found bottled spring water
works perfectly well - certainly
better than tap water, which is often
tainted with various chemicals.

There are seven reasons [ like to
pre-soak my baits:

1. They appear safe and
washed-out

On most pressured waters these
davs the carp have learnt to
associate freshly introduced boilies
with danger. Generally, if fresh bait
is in the swim, the chances are a
baited rig will be there too. It is
becoming more and more common
for carp to take a couple of days to
move on to and start feeding on
beds of boilies.

How often do you hear of the
angler who moves in afler someone
else, then proceeds to catch a
shedload of fish? It happens a lot.

2. They are easier to eat
[ believe the carp prefer to eat
washed-out baits regardless of how
much pressure they are under.
Everything the carp eals in the
natural world is to a large extent
liguid. The only semi-dry food they
consume is our bait.

You will see once you start
experimenting with pre-soaking =
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baits just how long the water takes
1o penetrate the skin and reach the
inner core, Obviously, the larger the
hait, the longer this process takes.
Even after 24 hours submerged in
water, most 15mm boilies are still
sami-dry in the centre.

Now [ can't help but think it can
actually become a problem and
make the fish feel a little
uncomfortable eating oo many
fresh [dry) boilies. I do like to bring
the human analysis into these
situations, and the thought
of eating dry cream
crackers comes to mingd.

Certainly, the longer [
have soaked baits, the
quicker they have
appearad to work. It is
gasy to say that the
reason for this is possibly
too high a flavour level in
the first place. [ don't
think so, I am sure it is
down to the simple fact that the
bait is easier to eal.

3. They are quicker to digest
If you offer the baits pre-soaked
the carp should be able to digest
them much more quickly once
paten, and so will come back on
the feed that much quicker.

4. It helps stop the baits
taking on the smell of the
surrounding area

Thiz is a massive Hdremlil.gn if you
[izh waters where the haits come
back tainted with the smell of silt,
and in some cases wead.

All boilies as purchased have
been dried to a degree. This is why,
when vou wind vour rig back in
after a spell out in the lake, your bait
comes back larger than it was when
it was first cast out. Quite simply it
is re-absorbing the water around it.

This 5huw-s. o readity -pm-suated baits
release all the natural goodness they mu.uln_

If the
water is

tainted,

your bait
will be
as well

“ HARRISOMN

You can see the change in the baits going from fresh (left) to three days old [right),

Mow, if the surrounding water is
alightly tainted, vour bait will be
as well, which makes vou wonder
||_|_:-:1_ howw much your '|'|F|I|: 5
standing out to the fish if the first
millimetre of skin smells
the same as the stuff
around it.

By pre-soaking your
boilies vou have already
given them a drink, sa to
speak, and any flavour
that has leached out into
the water is naturally
seaping back into the bait
too. Fire these out when
they are already full of
liquid and they aren’t going o
become quite so tainted as
fresh baits.

5. They fire out
further in a catapult

A small added bonus
of pre-soaking the baits
iz that vou are then able
to catapult them a little
further, due to the extra weight
they have taken on. The slight
downside is that if you soak
them completely through to the
core they are like lv 1o explode
out of a throwing stick.

Since damaging my elbow
several years ago [ am unable to
usa a stick, so this has never been
an issue to me. I do all my baiting
with either a catapult or a spod,
but this is something you will
need to bear in mind if you are a
regular user of a throwing stick.

I you want io
retipdrate wour
bodlies befane
you get to the
lake, do it with
baottled spring
WBDER, fidl Waler
fram a garden
pond = which
camies a real
risk of disease,

PRE-SOAKED BAITS ARE EASY FOR CARP TO DIGEST
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