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INTRODUCTION

his month in The Tank Test we're

| testing some baits from Quest

Baits, a relative newcomer 1o the
wary competitive carp baits market. It
surprises me how many bait
companies thers are and if one is to
be successful they need to produce
products to a very high standard.

Om receiving the boilies from Quest
Baits, the quality of not only the bait
but also the packaging was
immediately apparent. | looked on
their website and it was very well set
out with videos and articles as well as
some good information on all of the
Cuest Baits products. Well worth a
look if you've got a spare few minutes.

THE FACILITIES

The baits will be tested on a group of
carp (Cyprinus carpio) consisting of
five fish supplied by Priory Fisheries,
Devon, and are a mixture of
commons, mirmors and leathers. The
tank being used is a 4ft aquarium
that contains 200 litres of water; the
water is circulated through an
external filter using a 500 litres per
hour pond pumg.

The tank has a running temperatuns
| ranging between 16 and 22 degrees
| centigrade, the filter consists of two
sections, the first designed is for
[ suspended solid removal, the second
containing a fluidised bed of plastic
media for biological filtration.
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DISCLAIMER YT

While the facilities used are in the ;&,ﬂ*i-é}ﬁﬁl_ _
Otley College Fisheries Unit, the JUL WITICT 1S § J._gn

chservalions and dizcussion of the
tesfs are my own wiews and are not
those of Otley College. The results of
the tests are not scientifically sound
and the experimental design is wide
open for criticism. The idea behimd
the test is to give an ovenview of
specific baits and record the carp’s
reaction fo them based an my
abservations. This will felp you la
decide which baif might ba best for
yau fo use this season.

EXPERIMENTAL
DESIGN

| will be carmying out the same two
basic trials on each bait:

uuest Ba!ts I'I.I'ID. Ehaun Harnsurl on hls
predictions on how his baits will perform...
LIVER B&: | have stuck my head on the line and
stated in print before that | believe this to be the best
boilie | have produced to date. Certainly during the
long-testing period the fish | watched eating it in
several different venues continued to dig around for
guite some time after the bait was gone. They certainly
recognised it as a food source the moment they came
across it and seemingly always wanted more.
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FEGIAL CRABE: A classic combination of garlic, I
LrEI|:J olack pepper, low temperature treated fishmeals I
and Robin Red birdfood. This bait utilises natural |
ingredients and essential oils and has worked '

where | have known it to be used. |
AARJA SPICE: The bait | had made for myself and |
reluctantly released when Quest Baits started. This is |
the biggest selling bait in our range because of the .
sheer amount of carp it catches. It utilises human- |
grace spices, peppers, chillies and garlic as well as |
my special blend of ntial oils to retain taste after
a IEnqthy tIITIE" in the water.

i : Based on a bait | have used since |
ﬂ14= 1*:1-3-:1 5 aud still do today. Very angler/missus '
friendly being a combination |
of fruits and cream on a Il
loose textured birdiood "3 j |
base to allow a good -
instant flavour release. i
the carp in the test
are like the ¥ i il Er. |
carp in my \
tanks they will
be instantly
attracted to it.

TRIAL ONE:

', Mo reaction at all.

2 Small reaction.

3 Good reaction,
In order to gain the best results | will only test one bait per day

4 Mervtad! tar. | | : on each of the groups of fish, carrying out Trial One in the
moming and then Trial Two in the evening using the same bait.
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THIS MONTH’S BAITS

As | have mentioned, the baits on test this month are from Cuest
Baits. They have submitted four boilies for the trials. | have compiled
a review of each bait using information gained from the Quest Baits

website and catalogue [www.questbaits.com).

SPECIAL CRAB

WY Tha Special Craby Is producsed from bw-
lempsratine treabed fishmeal and A r
¥ blend of birdtood mgredsents, including How do fish the
the legendary Robin Rsd. The tasts and react to the smell of the bait?
sl cormes Trom & vary high quaity
ral flavour with & subte gadic and
black pepper back 1aste. For maximum EFEBI“-L m MENTAL!
risuRs it really comes o its own

during the wammer months.

LIUEH B8

Liver BS is a icdal mead, liver and biood
hase bl Mo fishmeals and no

S bindfoeds at all make this balt very
diftgrent to most boshies, The bad 18

- maturally dark beown In colour ard The

|.': -:mr:lams na bulk ofss the Brnsour and '|i5|'l I"EEET'Eﬂ WE" ta ﬂ'lﬂ
B aolo trw both vary sublle. scent of the crumbled Liver
B8 entering the tank. A strong
feeding response was observed
as the fish were definitely
stimulated by the bait.

HHHM SPICE

Rahja Spice a nuiriticnally balanced
birflpod-based bait containing a highly
nutritious and digestible blend of RAHJA SPICE GOOD REACTION.
ingradients. This Includes the very

aftpotved carp calchen] Dirdtocd Robin 3

# 0 Fed & select range of human grade

spices wilth added gartic, taste

| enkancers and essenlial oils. 18 reminds
s of vy local curry house!

FRUITY TRIFLE

Fruity Tiifke is based on a yellow
LS o base, the finished bodie is a ' A very good
J o peaba red coliour with lots of food conbent fEEdII'Ig responsa was
and uiilises very inslan] Rrvowns. This ohzerved on mm|m
combined with a quakty rutritionally r
batnnced Bass gives you tha bost of the crumbled boilies H'Il_ﬂ- the
bath worlds. It certainly seems o have filter. The fish werne ﬂh'ﬂlﬂlﬁl}'
J a lat moes 1 it than many of the nice highly stimulated by the smeil
smadling Mavowr camior baits that I've of the Fl'l..li'ljr Trifle bait!

5880 in the pasl.

Do the fish
actually eat the bait?

F

CONCLUSION

Once again, some very impressive
results were observed in this [
maonth’s Tank Test. All of the boilies -
performed well and the carp
accepted them with no exceplions.
The first boilie tested was the

Special Crab; | haven't seen many
reactions like that during the course
of the series. The carp really were
competing hard for each mouthiul
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In @ frenzy ovwer the
Soacial Crab,

; . s, of bait.

- e 1 r e i e Liver BE was the next bait to be .
‘_"_:-" - - ; g L tested, however it didn't guite have

" . e, el Lo CrR the same response as some baits

T —

tested. In the Quest Baits catalogue
The carp immediately Ratpcnding will it states the bait seems to sort cut
reacted fo the sight of the sl : the larger fish, which may explain
- bait entering the tank and B = the fact that the small fish in the
ware taking the chopped pieces fTa i, : tank weren't as enthusiastic as they !
as they fell through the water - £ could have been about it. That said,
column. A good responss and all = they soon finished it all and
of the bait was eaten, AL h : . definitely weren't complaining! i
A 5 The Rahja Spice boilies smelt
really nice and made me feel
hungry, but the tesis aren't about
what | think, it's about the carp’s
reaction 5o we'll look at that, Thay
clearly found the boilies very
palatable and demonstrated a very
strong feeding response following
the introduction of the bait into the
tank. Definitaly another bait to look |
aut for, |
The final bait was the Fruity Trifle,
another really nice smelling bait
that smells good enough to eat. The
fish certainly agreed and their
respanse to the scent of it entering
the tank in trial one was impressive.
The result of Trial Two wasn't quite
as good, that may have bean due to
the strong fruit flavour being slightly
over-powenng. Al the bait was still
Mot quite the same on i R soon cleared up and it didn't seem
response as that of the —— § to be a major issue.
first trial, The fish reacted . . Purely based on the result of the |
to the sight of the bait and sl test, then the Special Crab is
clearly found it attractive. All > A e definitely the boilie | would use.
the bait was eaten but not with e r : g However, the tests are by no means |
the same enthusiasm as some : o - ; scientifically sound. All of the !
of the boilies tested. . _ & Fa T ; . boilies look to be very good quality
R : : and have a really nice consistency, J
if you're looking for a change of bait
then based on what I've seen Quest
Baits are well worth a look.

James Anderson BSc (Hons) [i] I
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