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Thiz iz somathing we usad to have to do with
every pack of hooks purchased, and many of
them would end up in the bin before use. To bea
fair to the hook manufacturars these days, the
I e DG moderm-day hooks are generally of a very high
Ape: 43 and consistent quakty, This in itself becomes a

3 problem though, as it is easy 1o take for granted
gach nook that comes out of the packet and tie it
Qo a ng regardiess. My main concem with hooks
& thar sharpress, CUheck each hook ina pack and
| will guarantee you will find that some are sharper
than octhers. In many cases we ara reliant on the
hook to do the first part of the job for us. The hoak
has to meck home slightly before we aven know
anoutl a take. | use a sharpening stone an awiul lo
(o kaep touching up my hooks - even from new
the sharpness of most hooks can be improved
upon, and in fact some anglars have this off to a
fine art. The sharper that hookpoint becomas, the
more chance of it catching in the fish when it i
inspecting the bait, But be warmed, the finer you
make the hookpoint, the easier it will turm over and
Dlunt, which makes it absclutely critical to check
each and every time you wind in. Even if you make
a bad cast, check the point before recasting, and |
guaraniee thatl n the long term you will catch many
mare fish, Believe me, it is wel worth the effort of
BNsUnng Yo have a very sharp hook at all times,
even if it does mean tying on a new rig in the
powrnng rain at 2 o'clock in the moming
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sharp enough, simply
LIoal to impro

Fersonally, | dislike using barbless hooks and
only use tham when | really have to. Thera is a
lot of debate on this issue and everyona has their
oW viesw, but personally | do like a small barb to
be there. Having said that, there is an instanca
when | do actually choose to use barbless hooks,
and that is when presanting my hookibbaits on, or
in, silkwead. Try a litthe experiment for yourself
the next time you wind in a ballof rig-clinging
silkwead, Drop your rig on it & few times and
pick up your hookbait. You will find that the barb
catches on the silkweed continuously and makeas
I gquete difficult for a canp to be able to suck up
the bait. Try the same simple test with a barbless
hook and you will be amazed at the difference,
even after burying the hook. | like silkwesad and
find more natural food in it than | do in any other
type of weed, 50 to me it is a very logical place
to fish. However, many other anglers | see try

in, silkwead. Try a little experment for woursedf
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EDGE NO.3

Whilst still on the hook side of things, | guess

I need to make mention of the actual Hair
attached to the hook. It really does amaze me
honw many anglers fish with a Knotless Knot
setup and carry thair hooklink through o the
Hair, Now this is fine if you like to have your
baits tight to the shank of your hook, and yes,
it will, and does, catch carp, but | can assure
you & finer, softer Hair will work more efficienthy
and actually help to hook/prick more canp i
the Hair is used in the manner for which it was
originally intended, and that was to keep the
higak indepandant of the bait and allaw the bait
to behave more e a free offering, untethensd
by tha hook (more of which in the next
saction). | have tried many different materials
avier the yaars for the
aclual Hair part of

the rg, from ultra-fine
monohlament through
to different foss-type
materials, as well as
soame of the purpose-
made Hair braids, but
have found nathing
which | feal works

as well as plain ald
rod whipping thread
oF urndrased fhy -tying
threads.

Mary different materials can feel, and
behawve, vary similar when dry. It is whean you
soak water into them that the vast differences
become apparant, Some materiale bacame
much softer and vastly more supple when wet,
For many years now my two main choices
hawve baen the Gudebrod 'D' for most of my
fishing, and the much finer Gudebrod ‘A" when
I feel | need every ittle edge | can get. Thase
are available in an assortrment of colours,
although | feed this to be relatively unimportant
provided it is pratty drab, The colowrs can be
useful, howeaver, for colour-coding your rigs.
Perhaps brown for 106, green for 15 and
black for 20Ib, or even one colour for a certain
size of hook, etc. Tha choice is yours,
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| have touchad on why the Hair Rig
was 30 effective in the early days, the gap from your
aredl it 15 somedhing that ssems “hookbaitto the <ha
to have been forgotten over the | of the hook about ;
years. Once you actually separate  RUEEEUIE SIS 1 3
the: bait from the hook you give the  REIEEREIRUE
carp all sors of ejection problems
If set up comactly, with a very limp
Hair, the hook will follaw the bait
nto the carp's mouth but saparate
nsta the mouth, 5o whan lhe
bat is ejected, the hook won't
necassarnily be, With the bait fight
1o the hook it is muech easier for the
carp o gject both together. This
one comes down (o a confidence
thing regarding how long you make
your Hair, parficularly if you have
been used to fishing with baits very close to the hookshank, | would suggest as a starter
1o make the gap a similar diameter to your bait, and then experiment from thare, You
migit be pleasantly surprised how large you can go with your hook once you give that
littler bit of free movemnent to the hookbait in the first place.
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This follows on very much from the previous section. The use of longer Hairs
often results in the Hair spinning around the hook and becoming tangled. To
help prevent this | like to use the dissolving PVA foam nuggets on the Hair and
hook. This gives the added benefit of giving you an instant marker over which
to spray bait with the catapult. By using dissolving foam you also have a short
period of time to manoeuvre a rig ence it hits the bottom with less chance of
fouling up the hook. A word of waming here though, in deep water the foam
often comes off whilst the lead is still sinking. | get around this by wrapping
the foam nugget in PVA tape to slow down the dissolve rate.

HOW ATTACH A PVA FOAM NUGGET
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It isr't just the hooklink you need to concern yoursell with. Many safety lead clips and
associated tubing can also stand out and make your rig ook 50 obvious hy ng there
on the Dottom. | really can t emphasise ancugh the importanca of trying to get your
tackle to blend in as much as possible. Try tha differant tyoes of lead available these
days with the many dfferent colours and coatings, If shockleaders are allowed, try a
Muorocarnon leader 1o anchor your 1ast few yvanrds of ling to the deck. Utilise rig putty
put it on hookdangths, ands ¢ .-I tubing, and anywhere else | feel | need to pin everything
down. Think abcut hiding your end tackle then think again. Those pregared 1o go tha
axtra rmike often raap the rewards with extra takes

Thesa come into their awn at this time of the
year whean most waters are much clearer

than any atiher tima of the yvaar, With the camnp
baing cold-blooded and movement being
genarally much slower, the sediment, which is
generaly present in mikcharater thirouginout the
WWarmer months, *-Ir‘-ﬁ_’lll}' sattes onto the Bottorm
of the lake, thus giving greater clarity, which
can often make a lot of the commaonhy-usad
hooklink materials stick out like the proverbial
sorg thumb. Yes, we can buy Weaed Graen
and Gravel Brown links, but do they really
blend in on the type of lake bottom yvouw are
fishing? In many casas | know they won't!

The wead will have died back and turned a
much darker colour than it was during the
surmnimer, 50 that nica fresh Weed Grean
hooklength could kok very much out of place.
It can be difficult enough trying o lampt a

fish into picking up a hookbait during the cold
winter months without making it easy for the
carp o see there 15 something wrong. Don't
ignore the use of normal mdon line as your
nooEBNE, parcukary at thes timea of tha yaar,

It zeems 1o blend in more than most other
NsORRnk Materals in commaon usa, Similarhy,
for extreme clarity you could go the whole hog
and use a fluorocarbon hooklength, You will
fird that most flucrocarbon links are a littha
slifter than your average nylon, so take this into
account and decide if the stiffness may work
for or against you, depending on the type of
presentaton you arz tnying 1o achievea, | quite
like combi-rig presentations but tie up my own,
utiksing matenals swihich blend in more than a
lot of the coated braids avalable these days.

Again, as with barbless hooks, | don't like
in-line leads, but if | am absolutely desperate
I will use them. | don't like the fact that you
are stuck with most in-line leads on the line
whilst playing big fish, but they do have

one massive advantage over a conventional
pendant (swivel) lead, in that they don't

offer so much chance for the fish to feel a
slight resistance and allow it to drop the

bait. Do the experiments yourself - tie up
twao identical rigs, with a conventional swivel
lead on one and an in-line lead on the other,
then play about with them and see how

much reom the carp has to play with on the
swivel lead before it hits the full weight of
the lead compared to the in-line lead. It's
quite shocking to see. There are ways around
this with conventional swivel leads on lead
clips, and my favourite method for this is one
dreamt up by Dave Booth. He simply wraps a
piece of plastic tape around his lead, trapping
his hooklink to the lead. This is a superb
method and very simple and quick to employ.
Once a fish is hooked, the line pulls free from
the wet tape, which allows lead discharge in
the conventional manmner,

“The weed will have
died back and turned
a much darker colour
than it was during
the summer, so that
nice fresh Weed Green
hooklength could look
very much out of place”
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Winter success by getting
everything right.

Hening (o
tha bank and
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During the winter
reanths it pay
SCale

a3l hooks
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Make surtgy have a big selection
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