Get more hours fishing for less money

with our excellent TicketMaster deal
for the stunning Little Horseshoe lake

Seasnned winter carp ang!er
shaun Harrison reveals the
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RIGS THﬂ.T GET RESULTS
PREF'RR!NG FDR WINTER

'. THOUSANDS OF POUNDS’ WORTH OF CARP FISHING HOLIDAYS TO BE WON! | HUHM
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This iz very much a favourite winter
tactic of mine. | akwvays have one or two
rods fishing on recognised spots over
ik bait, but another rod will be used puraty
re often s as a rover. This rod will usually have a
the brighter days brightly-coloured bait attached and is
&r watar i offten a pop-up or & Snowman sebup, |
W 5 will keap this red active throughout the
day, casting to different areas trying to
induce a take. | keep the lead a litfle
smakar on this rod, only ever going
larger than 1%02 if | can't reach the
areas | want to fish, Try to get into the
e Just ke us, the satetll  habit of tying a marker on each tirme you
the feel of the warrm sun, cast so that if a take materalises you
can duplicate the sifuation. | usa fina
p —al J I pole elastic for this purpose as it can
R g tive In the dept be pulled off the ine without causing
- damage. if | don't know the water at all
| will often fish two rods roving. Lock at
the swim and imagine it as a clock face.
Start with one rod out at 12 o'clock and
one out at 10 o’clock. After half an hour
casi the 10 o'clock rod 1o 11 o'clock,
and than, half an hour later, cast the
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- " ﬂl 12 o'clock rod 1o 1 o'clock, and 50 on,
,.:_’ 'y I's amazing how quickly you ad'u_hn Mt
. ﬁ can find carp this way. »» e ol
! ¥ =



10 Top Edges for Winter Fishing /#f Shaun Harrison

NORSY Balawnce the Bobblng

50 many anglers have their favourite bobbing and use the same
cnes come wial may. e absckitedy essential to balance the
vt af :,'-:'ll r oD 1o the rast of vour tackie in order 1o show

up envary Liny inclication, At all times of the vear | anr | Coistanthy
ORI u-'l @ bites to indicate if | am casting too far, This is doubly
mportant when roving the rods around, as prévioushy described. i
when fishing around the dock face, you don't pick up any indicatian

at all, you will probably nesad to cast further, or move sw

four different sets in different sizes, and all acoept screw

through undertow”

On some of the larger waters we simply have to
use large, heavy bobbins 1o countaract the wind
and undertow. One really frustrating thing with this
i5 you can suffer a lot of false bleeps, which often
results in anglers locking everything up and clipping
up o help prevent the false bleaps, This is fing, but
a lot of proper indications can go by unnoticed in

uation. | have developed a meathod that works
surprisingly well, and | haven't sean anyone elsa do
this, or even heard anyone mention it. Tie a fine pole
i marker knot on your line a foot or 5o in front
of 1|"H.4 alarm. Mowe, with one of the loose ends, tia
ancther marker knot 50 vou are left with the sams
piece of pole rubber attachad to the line with two
separate knots. Siretch the elastic batween the

and let go, and you will see you have created
a loop in your line - a spring-loaded loop. This will
negate most of the false beeps but will still show
a firy pull as well as a dropback. Remember — you
read it hara first]

vims, I wou
Can register a couple of ling bitas then you know you are casting
100 1ar. Alwvays fish with a drop on the bobbins and wse the smallest
Bobibin you can get away with, one which isn't constanthy dragqing

up 1o the rod top through undertow. People who see me fish Mg wi
oten have a bit of a smike and pass comment on my bobbins - they
are miniature, home-made “Shaun the Sheep” ones, but | do have
M &chd-on
weights. Ary movement wou can detect could be the thimg that
ieads 10 a lot of captures. Help your bobbins to help you.

“Always fish with a drop on the
bobbins and use the smallest
bobbin you can get away with,
one which isn‘t constantly
dragging up to the rod top

2R THDSCFALSEBLEERS . .

It &= oiten possible to scale down the tackle usad during the winter. Many of the
wieedbads and liy beds, which are in abundance during the summer, are all but gone
during the wirter, and suddenly you don’t necessarlly nead 151k ling to land the A,
As the carp start 1o slow down during the winter months (they are cold-blooded so their
matabolism is very much govemed by water temperature - it just takes them longar to
co things than it did in the surmmer) the clarity of the water suddenly improves. Take
note of this and try to ensure that your tackle blands in, even more than you do in the
summer when the fish are often rushing around and are much less aware of your gear,
thus sipping up and making mistakes. Take advantage of some of the flucrocarban
inas around. Thera isn't any need to spoal up with them -:-:-rr‘ﬂlEtEh.-' if the water allows
eaders. Simply attach flucrocarbon leaders 1o
it @ of your main lnes to hide those last
few feat of line near the rig. | would rather have
a quality 20ib flucrocarbon leader attached

to the end of my line than scale down tha

main line to S or whatever. A good quakty
fluorocarbon will melt info its surroundings and,

mong iInportantly, anchor itself to the
battom confours, ))
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m Presonied Baits

This iz a favourite trick of mine and came about as an exiension to
the air-drying and retydration of boilies which | ke to do. Simply
placa the baits in lake or bottled water for 24 hours before baiting
up. This opens up the pores of the boilie and makes i look, and
feed, safer 1o the fish. | am comanced that the carp prefer 1o eat
presoaked baits rather than freshly introduced, refatively dry baits
= particularly 5o during the winter. You also have the added bonus
of the baits becoming a litthe heavier for easier catapuit work,
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the carp, a favo

Id carp.struggle 1o digest them.

“In the winter carp struggle
to digest baits containing
bulk oil content and there

are certainly-a lot more
successful types of bait out
there that could be used”

o Iusinn

- Well that's about it for this month. | hope that you ’%{‘:

* # . . take on board some of these edges as I really do L
¥ = believe your winter fishing can only benefit from
them. Until next time, best fishes. €
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