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::pnl'hs since | 1€t the prewon me In TH]S 59:‘!_93 %
Wy record brace from the beautiful Mangrove * |

e nights had drawn.in-and WIFITE-J}VCJS well clqd \’

__It's been afew.m
~ with ﬂﬁasi

Jhﬂvﬂex’r frip could so easily'have ended in a rﬂu!:h
Tﬁcm it c:c*rucﬂly did, and merely wﬂhng about it ,\‘




had armived ax the pool in corrential cain in

the pitch-black and the drive down had been

harmendous, For maost of my vears of Ashing for
CArpr | hiave had licde choice bur to have vo set up
in the dark, Work always dictated thae [ would
arrive ar the Mangrove berween 8.00-8.30 pm.,
regardbess of the time of the vear. Only during the
shorr summier months did 1 eove dhe privilege of

SCLTINgG wp im the -.|.|.'-'|:J;k| ks, Bast, if von wang

K] '.'.'|l|.'|'| Carp |.'r|-::-|'.y.f'. them vou 3'_;0.':_' :::-::;;:rl'. [ |i-.'.._-

i ||.|'| 1I'I|."-l.' EEANCET I'ln.:l-:'ill.'l T1%

1 drowve alongside the last field, miaking my
way dowwn to the pool with dhe lights tarned off
in arder not to upser any other anglers who may
have boen there. In facr [ wenr as far as hay g,
o gxtra swirches fitred on the dashboard of my
Land Rover, Thac livtde switch, which allowed me
vo turn off the brake lights, gave me so much fun
with boy racers driving up very tighe behind me!

Anyway. back ro the swory. The dark [ didn't

mind, bur combine it with torrential rain and
hearwy winds, and even [ st in the Land Rover
for a while plucking up the courage v go and
Launch a boat then load icwith nice drv rackle.
HI.I'. X I1|.'l,,'1‘|'\. TNVIESE, .I|'||_| =0 |_ LLRE LY Il_:-_l,.,]nl_ W |[;'|
Iy maotor attached, and life jacker in E'-l.u.r.'. aff 1
sailed into the -::J-.mn'l of a very dark Movember
night. [ headed seraight across the pool to the
Bench Swim afrer first sarting where the ather
three Angicrs Proscnt wore !:.'-i'n:'.!_'. | Baveell Price
= ”l.'J'u Swim, [van f"-l'u'.|l|n'.':. — Stream Mouth, and
Ei'.'ll.ll l:..-‘“lll.h.'l — ].|_!:.i'.I|||| 1z Treel,

Ies most unusual For me, bug my very fiess
ok weas
k= R
my binevy
LR r'::.".-:'u
PrEVEng Iy
bedd ing
and
everything
else gerting roo wet. The problem with having vo
s Baats ea transport vour tackle is char while
‘.|1r3- I‘-.l\.'i.'ll water out, they also keep warer in, 5o
before you know it you have quite a deep puddle
that vour tackle 15 sitting in

The bivvy was quickly erecred and for this
winter | had made myself some superb (even
hough [ sav it mvsel ) marker Boars with tiny
red lighes firred. Warching these Aoats being
cast was incredible - just like a frework going
[.f'-llll.lfT'_I'I the air. [ had seareed sctting wp my rods
as muarker rods for the start of these after-dark
erips. | would hnd miy spots by feel, then pop the
flaaes vo the surbace, Once [ was |'|.'|pj":- with them
I]I 1E Wils 1 &% |r|'|p.::' il\.'\l!'\l {8 E!h.'ll'l I'l,l-.l-; L in :|'|l_' |."'i F 18
to accurately bait them, then back on the wooden
!'\.l.l.l'u.l\ [} '\-\.I:I'I'\-l;il:l.l',{' [h-u.' |:|lh.|l'- r;:; I :F.H. .I.'I:’ st
back our ro WY [ e elastic marker kivoes,

However, this :!i5|1: was b0 bring me a problem
| hadn't anticipared. My floats were all up on the
surface and awaiting a scatecring of bait, | stepped
back into the boar and was quite surprised by
the amount of water in there, bt didn't re ..II!.
:_'hi'\l-i.' i‘. all '\-\.'l\.l:'\ll1|.| 1|1I|l|¥| 5. [ JaERIE] |!'h,,-|_‘| CHIT I:n-'.l'|l_'
Firse spot with the aid of the silent eleceric moror
and mowed forward to position myself vo baie
up. Suddenly, the boar lurched o one side asa
huge amounc of warer rushed forward inside the
baar, | -I|'-'-'.'|:-*- wsed ro |.H.'J1.||.|.| i absoue -.|1||||r|;._'
lights at nighr, but would always (and still do)
dip a headrorch over iy head wo be worn around

my neck in case of cmcrgencics in the dark = and

this was an emergency ! [ Hicked on the light

fior the first dme since arriving and was shocked
ok e jast how roch water was in the boar = |
|1l.u'.rx-.|:.' hadn't realised, what with not using the
light to seep into i, The water on the curside was
very close to coming over = [ was quite liverally
'.II'|5I-C!I'|_E|! As CaAng I‘Iltl'l. As | |_'|:.I||_|_ ] xl_l_'l,:-;'i-;:l_l O I_.-':;,'
middle of dhe boar to oy 1o level i up and then
hiad to make the decision whether po take the

sherr option back eo my staging to be stranded,

or gamble on getting back o the car park from
where we Launch the boars, for dry clodhes, crc.
There were three others on the pool so [ opred for
the latger and opened up the motor to head back
to dry land for another boar,

Halbway back | was sure | had made the
W r-|'|I15_: -:‘Il,'l.'i'\-\.il Hh [l'u.,' |'|| HIE Wik [.;||_ II.'-'|\.||:|'_'| il |'||_|
the outboard was really struggling with the extra
weight. [ was convinced [ was __;:.-.'-irl‘!'_l:-.:- have
o take -I.-ﬂl.ll'll‘:ill:_d_il'l 1 cold wineey ."-1.|.|'|;|l|'- C.
| |'|'|.'|:1J.H-.~d £ et Out of mw wellies vo make
swimming casicr, but daren’t take aff My S0ag &5
it wontld mean rernoving thie lite jacker firse and in
secmcd 2 it | was going vo be under ar any stage.
The battery from the moror had already been
lifted onto the raised pare of the boat and 1 really
dicdn's ko it | shoald be wor rving abour 2 big
leisure barrery connected mo electrics — my mind
wis in togal rurmeil.

Adrer whar seemed a really |\'.'II:.'_|:;'I".' Crossing,
the hoar Ii:|.=.||:- hir the bottam of the :'l.|.'.||5-_'r-.:n.';'
in shallowr searer and 1 was able w0 simply step ot
and |.'l.|-.E'.1|¢' ashore. The main panic was over, |

|'I.I-\.! i r:-.' |_'|::|‘|
teet bux had
|_-x.._._:.|'u_-._i roval
innsersion and
iy bateery and
modor had been
sparcd, My
'\-F"'J.rl.' i Ill:!'.l"\-\.
bag was quickly fabded and [ soon had another
boar "H&C“I up with my motor, and weng back
ACEOSS B0 STACE angling,

1 weould like tor conclade chis with the storv of
the kg fish 1 went om tocatch, b alas, [ blanked?
W don't have it all our own way and sometimes
wie very mach have L'x';-r!.:|1||1:_:.|_H.Li|-.~: us. [ did
make up tor it on the follow i';_!.-_l:-'--:l LEip I||-:'-|:;:|'|.
managing to caoch each time.

My last trip of thar vear was on December
13/ 1 1ch, again, arriving in thie dark bart this time
oo find no one else there, | Lardly surprising really,
i o Ui B II:I.IZI\.'I cosd, b I'\. e wal ar hiome had e -q_'i'l.'-q;l,l
ies faese e covering of the vear as [ had left for
work that morning and very strong casterly
winds literally cur straighs through me as [ stood
looking out over the dark, bonely |'uu:-|_

| had sex up on the Lightning Tree staging to
ory to avoid the full blast of the casterly winad,
Food packages for chis trip were merely small
PVA bags on each rod because 1 saw lietle poine
in offe Ting maore than 3 maouthiul in thew
l.'l.lll.-'.‘l:ll-:lllx. So, wnth I:::-l'.r any oo |1.|r-.'|_'|-. --i|:'.i.'|_|_'h
oue there, all an productive spots, | st abous
erecting the bedroom for the nighe. Frost had
already formed on the pladform by the time the
bivvy was up and the person in the nice warm
raclio starion was H.'“ll'l!.'., CVETYONC Do SEay irdsars
and keep snuggled up in frone of the fire as the
windd chill would be -7*! "You're I'.'||:||::: me |
r|1-=-|=_|;|'-t. WOU WAND 6 Iy skocpng i a single-skin
shelver im it with the wind |'|ll'.'-'||.'|‘!'_l.|."..|-.'| s
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thie bisvy as well as an tap of it' — ah, the jovs af
WIARACT I-i‘\.:'.| |'|:._: an ;i Y '-l\.'lll'-\.'il;.'! |1!.ar.'|:.'|1'|-

Frentually 1 dozed off invo the land of big
carp and beguebul ladies. Had 2 weird dream
aboait L'..[h|1.|1§.| seal and chis Eskimo bady came
wandering up to me. UDoops, wrong magazine!
Ar 830 a.m, che following moming [ had fnally
made up my m nd that [ had, in fact, gone insane;
I had vo be, sitring here doimg whac [ was doing

which was surviy i:'.é_":l'n.' clefments w .'.[l.':'lil'l:_{
metienless bobbins, Suddenly, ane |1u-|r.'.‘| Lp
o the rod as ifin slow mogion and che rod p
started to bend down to the warer, | skidded my
way tor the rods and fouend |1'nu.'|f'3~|.|1i:'.g.L real
peed off fish. [ was absolutely freczing plaving
that fish, and ended up having to go back into
mv bavvy fear 2 warm and extra clothes before |
could even think abonat '.|I-'.|::!_'|'.|. oke the mar and
unhooking it. To quaote from my persanal diary:

| waas in pain with che cold whilst soming ou
the common and had
o sack it for a shorr
while as [ was unable o
bear the coled wind on
MY Wiel :I =.I'||.i'\. I-\.':\,' II.I-\.:.
formed on the mar as
s s | wer ie A rue
Winger carp [ wish | had my cheemomerer with
me — irs bloody freczing! Wind chall af =7 it
sabd on the local news,

Well, that was to be it as far as my Mangrove
hishing for thar winter was concerned. 1 hiacd
other things vo do. | had just purchased 2 b af
lamd ag the -'..|-.' -.'-I.ln:. HROisG,; :.|||'|| W I'Il.'.'\. VG ".|
different busingsses had operated in the pase. |
had started vo become anmoved at being awosen

in ehe early howes by the comings and goings

af :"'.:_' huuse SHET -.-_-.|-_-.|._ % |||: E'..|I.| DEC |'|.'|-.-_-|_‘|

I::'l-c;l [ ..:.I Iin ir K |'||. ...|'~|I ECwW: WCars, [I 1Y BRIy i.'l\.I Lelh]
1 1 . 3 1

AR Enc :"I.h.,-q,' CRlIWEE LI tor sale, so that was i, I

decided to knock the fishing on the head while |

; L
TR, W

removed my existing garage and shed
and complered a bir of building work
o make che units aceessible from dhe
rear of my propercy and make them
Lovonke Bk l||-.':. Were/ are part of oy property, So,
.|||:'.".n|_|:_'|| [ b .|.|'-'..|._1."- o .._-.‘I LI WS .'i'-i'lil'.H. |
gave it a miss for the rest of that wineer, Well, that
was until the beginning of March, when once
agrain | returmcd in the dark o see whar prizcs this
magical pool could offer.

Adrer driving through several downpoiirs
on the way, then spending time chatging and
catching up with Russell on che 1 |i:_..'=| wim |

anae

in loaded my boat and headed o where |

had left off on thar bimery cold day the previous
Diecember — Lighening Tree. Ir mast have been
around 1030 poan, bebare 1 got the baies our, then
came the task of crecting miv house for the nighe,
|".L':'.Il.|.|.|'.:. I '-..I.IIII'_.‘-..'I.I Tilcali iyt a.'|'|.l.ir.-l|'u.'l'-:.'l.i a

haxirle of red to celelvrate my returm o ..||:._:||:1LL

.I=!-\.‘| '\u._l_[::.'l_l |.EII'.".'|'| i !'{.lll

a2 book called Facing
Up by the voungest person at the time to climb
Frerest - somcone [ had never heard af then,
bt someone wheo, within a few vears, would be
on the relevision every time | channel-hopped

- Bear ii|}|.~.

I '\-.'-:;n'.:'..'.ll:.'. [ elimbed into bed and -:'.'p: quire
contentedly until first light. | opened miy eves
and peered our into a rather uninviting, dull,
miserable morning, | rolled back over and stayed
in bed. Ir fele so nice not go have go get up and
start work

7.0 a.m. and | had ro ger up, one of my baits

T =
had been found and soon [ was |l|..:.'||':; ahsh.

Lnly seconds birer, another rod was away, |

remember ~:.:.|u||.':e_-, here on the SEAPE with rwvo
rods bene round, chuckling to myvsel {“weleome
back to the ?xl,:,|'.:_g::-‘-.':_-'! From whiat Bussell had
said there had :'I.i.ll.“:. been a fish «'.1=.I:.L:"IZ simee |
last hshed the place,
I_'.|_-|'||:|_|.|,||!. [ had rao mirmors -.|:;.'|:. netted.
My fiest webcome back present weighed 321b
oz, and the other ane went 181 1202, [ was
rather alarmed by this weonnd Ash 1||||-,|5]-,, lhe
]H.E'\-c||_|||-_:_;:|' wils covered in r|..||'.:. thick, white
meecus slime. It had cereainly been fir l.!!-'lII!.'.|'l
o serap hard, but it looked in a really PoOr way.
Obwviously ic had been Laid up b EJUILE SOMThe LRI,
?1||-.'-|:|:. after -.:.L'.l:i:'._g'-'-'[|1 these fish | was in
&rain, and, agrLin, a :a.'.:ll:. heaviby-slimed bsh
similar ift sixe to the
|'\-:|'||, I I|:-:|l\.'|‘| 1MELY r:'l.'
net. The 32 had been
OB, bue the vwo smaller
tsh were hiperally
..,-cl'.l_:’:;l_l in '\-:ll'l'.:'. I .':Il\.'\l'\-l.'
not toweigh this hsh
b felr | should phatograph i fiat E-.-;.-.u.l_-.l.; furwre
reference. | had never seen carp like this.
[ cict SEdY O Ao LECE ||'.:_1|'|I: wrid, ar 7000 a.m,

ther fish

the following morming, [ hooked an
b it m i.|'|,|:_'\_|_-,'i 00 off soon afterward, Bebore |
knew ie [ was back in che Land Rover and driving
the two hours back go work.

Unbeknown go me at the tme, this was again
going to be my lase wrp for a while, That weckend
[ was ag the Angling Publications’ Five Lakes
Conference in Essex, when | received a I:-.'|-._:1|'|l'-|'|l.
call from Mangrove member Jim Kelly eelling

me he had found four dead carp and several were

r|-.'-|'.|1-.:.-.'r|:|3_'|.|:'.|| arl A I::n.'L:'u .:1.|!.| L '\-




[ went over to have a look |:|:n'-|.'=l'l||.|l: weck and
the margins were full of sick-looking carp. Many
were covered in the same white mucus as had
covered my captures, There were also more dead
beodies and it looked as though the osters had
been dragging them out, The hish were obviously
vt well, T drifted my boar right up oo a couple
ot them and l;:'l-:::. 1|1;:r-::|:c warchad me. nor h.u.'in!;
the energy 1o melt away as they usually would.

[ leh the rest alone, They obviously had enough
troubles withowt me annoying them,

I never did find ot the cause of the Mangrove
fish deaths, | was cold
thiat 2 warer further
up the chain had bost
its roach popu Lation
to whire spot, and the
Mangrove carp suffered
ar times with argulus and
AT P, S0 A1 thie time
I made a note in my diary thar it was probably the
weaker individuals struck down by a combinagion
al all dhree [|'|i|'|:._:'-. [he '-[:'.I.I'I!.'.,l.':l'.i.'i_!'_.ll'ﬂll.ll it
though, [ only saw one of the karger fish suffering,

By mid-April the fish had recovered and a few
of the members were ._||i|i:|||5 back o o fish the
L I.lll.I_'."'Il.' off weekes of the season. [ returmed for
acouple ll.'-rli:._:||l.*--:l|| ehie lase week of our roeas
I-|hi|i:'|_!:_. [ fished the Field Swim and categihve Fom
carp, all in |,-||-:._-.|1-_||||.,E|1|n_-|_ then decided o
e off oneo another waree. This was p:-:'\-|1.||.l-:.
b [ -.:-I-!|'||.' ll:!"!:rhl imistakes [ ever made ar the
Mangrove. Richard Seal was lefe there on his awn
and experienced an absolutely amazing carch
over the mext few days, bue T will leave him eo eell
this ineredible story one day, All T wall say is he
;'..l!!;l'.r 31 CATP, iNg |||L|ir|;.; ewes s and 19 x 20k,
a truly amazing feat of angling, Top angling, and

proad thag if you get it right - and [ mean really
right = on the Mangrove, or anywhere clse for

that matter, the fish will come. That cagch, and

possibly some l.l:.:ll:l winter catches deseribed
lager, make che :'ﬁ[.l.'lz'_l.'\l::-'.'l.' soaned likee a lieele bt
of a walle over, but believe me, the carp can be
incredibly stubbom and difficule so work ous.
Many anglers blank on there, To catch thag
numbber of fish. which also invalved chree maoves,
i quite simply a brilliant piece of angling and
iz ._'I.,'.‘inl.l:.,':j.' 1 case of n'..11:':|1g the mast of the
sECKIATICNY |'|n'1.:_'n|;|;=:| hetore him.

The 20803%/06 season kicked off pregty much
in the same fashion as the previous year, and my

Chilli Hemp and rehvdrated boilie approach

xi||'||.'l::. carried on ..'.'I[l\.':'li.'IH hish after fish.
There was absolurely no poing ac all in furdher
experimenting. Each mrip would see action coming
po vy rods, wehiich oy sound cather blasé, bue
it was heowe ir was and, oo be fair [ found mavsclf
"\-I'II:\."';:- :.{"Hiilz{ll'lll."".i}:_il the motions and -\.'1|l|.'-.:|||5
vor carch all the dme and '.'\-IIIL'.II':'IJL"-‘\-.LI Ty
I'|'-:||||:_.:_. There would be several chances each tripy
and [ found Ty h-:'|rll-|*~|1||1g different swims
simply for a bir of variety. It seems rather
|'mi|-.|_||_xx WriLing yhaur each caprure as [ was
|||._-:|:. AL l\.'.‘ill:ie'_l.lll\.' i as | lad been
dmn!;l:hc previous year and lavve Dietle o add.
The wineer af 200504 | had another
water that [ wanted to fish and ST 1TR35E
of vy time on there, but T had vowed that
the 200405 winter [ would spend ac che
Mangrove and that my preparations were
goving to start right at the beginning of che
20064 season in the sumamer, | had a tactic

e try, which [ hadn't heard af anvone wiang

before, but 1 was sure it would work and pay me
back I“i—' i coane the follow ing winter. :".l.:.'
carp brain was back on course, trying to fard 4
different approach o the nomm and [ was sure my
neew plan would come off,

It was diffecult bor me ar chie ame: [ was
holding down a full-dime job ar Walkers of
Trowell, b al=o u'-.:-rl:il'.!;:'l ard xnd ||u:-l:in:.;.'||:
the |,1|.h-.i|'|i |ir:.'-.'-FJlul.'-;_-|npin:.H new hair COMPaYy,
I |'|.1|.| !.:I'II'II.\. I\.EI:Iirl,' i i-:'nr ||'..|.'!q.i-u\_'l{!_'|r|'|l,l:!-c‘| '||.'II:va tor
a loc of differens tackle companies over the
vears, as well as a couple of bait companies, bat

| :_'I_Il,, L :I1i|_| |! Hq,' L'rixi\.
rime had arrived and
I was Lu'.]l1:i:|;::::.;; L
miore hands on’ with
something, [ was
approaching my 25ch
year in the rackle rrade,
longer, ar the dme,
than mast of the big names in the carp marker,
such as Fox, Mash, Gardner, ere. and really fele [
could seill offer the -..l.|5.~1-.l.=||-.| -ll:||-.':|'|'.|'|':;<lr'||'|:.
own. This was che beginnings lifl';._?_lll;‘hl Bairs.
['m -.-.|I:.|i|||:- Mo EOAng o b rua img this inco
O I.FIF.I.!.'.'- e, bart ar the fme | was ‘.|l.'.|-.|i"_g
an I.|R.II|:I\'.'I\.:.||I.|¥'I-' ground; [ was --r:-m'm:-u:-.| aricl

T

[ was -'.'|1||l|-.'-1.".'n|. but [ very msch fele like [
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Mangrove Memaories - Part 3 | Shiaun Harison

a4

was going behind everyones bac ks. | wasn't sure
whaere | was going, or w here [ was going to enid wp
with Iy :|1L:'.I-_:;:':|x.||1n| |1I.mwr |'.-=.\':I'lg.', I|Iw."-|l-l|'l.
so [ very much wanted to keop my options open.
The I:_ i|13| hadl to de ar che dme [ hated.

N3, whar was this |1|.-.|| ehar was gomng to bank
me a long stream of fish in ehe winger? [ had ooime
up with the idea a few vears back but had never
carried it out. The wincer of 2004/05 would show
mic if miv armchair theory woatld be as }'Illl.ll'.l.'lil'-l-.
and worthwhile as | ||-:'\-|1|.'-.:. it would be, kJEIlL‘
simply, | decided [ was going to start introducing
iy winger bl ”5_-I|-||; from the stare of the season
andd feed dhe carp with ir all che way I-:'II'".I:,'_:I the
st msonths bt never .I.q.ll.l-l.l.:- fush with i
By che cimie thie winper !_h'r::n| carme around the
fish would have eaten a lot of the bait and never
had any reason tor be worried. My plan was o
fish the summer as usual with my particle and
beilic appraach, but during each baiting there
wiould be a couple of handfuls of ny |1In|1nwd
winter bait going in too. I was determined o
resist the tempeation of making a cast with ane.
| wanted the fish to ear plenty of it and ger used
0 |'|:-.|_1|||::;i|_ The bakr used for this was whart
was cventually going to be called | rl:ll:."|'||l]u.
_|||_|'||'.|:i_-|i'| ||_|,._|-._ |_|'|»;,'|'| 1 dicdnt .II\.III.IIEI"} I'l-l'\.';,' il THAanc,

and was yellow as -.-|'|p|:-x-:_'|| tor the ped colowr |

gave it when | released it as one of the Quest Baits
|_|:|:|1|__ A '.I'll-' TATIE x|_|:_";\‘|._lh-., 505, IT 15 A l.l:.lll'll."?ll'l-lri'\-"'l'l
of Fruit Havours, creams, and an es ntial oil

PR Gnga a base [ have l.h'-'tl on and off snce the
19805, | knew this bair would be earen = there
was absolutchy no necd wharsoever to test it oux
on the fish Arse. The base mix they seem to love
evervwhere and | was certain the Havours put into
it would be fine, provided I didn't overdo them,

I stuck vo my plan all summer, nevier purting in
a log of the Trifle, bug abways puming ina lixele bix
on exch baiting, alomg wath the odd scattenng in
areas not being fshed.

The sumamier was EEin very kind to mie, with
several mose |_'|.__l fish coming my way, I have
derailed quite a few captures so won't list them all
here, because pe reamally, 1 find acticles wich fish
after fish afver fish being caught quite boring. wo
say the least.

I had 2 further i"l""' up my sleeve, |.'-m-.-.|-.|1_.-
quite a selhsh plan, b 1 will Jeg vour inon
1 Ay Fromi My Prevaiils SCESOTs (0 the
Mangrove it became apparent ehar the place
ol d shast up for 2 Few wecks after the leaves
had searred o Fall in earmest, | have noticed this
on severil bikes in the past, icisas i thie beaves
«I.i:-_'h:':rh' |l-.:-||||ll.' thie water and P:.ll the hsh aff the
feed for a shore time, Moo don't ger me wrong.

[ have caught the Mangrove hih ||:.||i|'|:T; every
month of the season, but in my opinion, mid-
Olctaber t_".||>|!_!1'!1 Bovember can be quite an
awkward time on there, | had decided chat chis
e 1 wonld |_.:-.:..'k L Iix|1.l1gll i mid-Cherober
and let everyone else know why = because i
abways fishes so badly. What [ failed to mention

B €VETVONE Wik the face that [ was |1|_|,|'|||i|'

came back from Chrisomas onwards and fsh
it hard due |||;t:'1;' gime of the year [ January
.'|'.I|‘| Februas b Y avhich has E'\-Ilhi.l.ll.'l..*d l;i'lt' beast
number of capoures in all the Mangrove years.

I have also moted over the vears thar a lor of

anghers ealk a ;_u--:-.d story |c:7;.|f11'ligkx'!|1tu'| fishing,
bt when it boils down o ot thes rlerace two
; 7 b
or three blanks then seem to mele away until
T ; ) ST
the fallowing spring. If they see a couple of hsh

little

caughs then somerimes chey carry ona
E ] )

[t IECT bt it l;..".i.':| Ty ':'ll.ll'lk'tllg and seei ng laetle
glsg n..'||.|'::|'|:. miost would-be winger carpers p-n:l:
it in, [ Fele by leaving the place alone through this
pn_-fimi then [ wouldn't be .'..I-.||:'.5 1o thie problem
should | BeL lue i-‘:' and catch @ fish, which wou Id
spur the athers on. Selfish | know, bae | had
a whole summer’s work behind me and [was
derermined to see my plan through

Druring the winter the rotas merge, so anyone
is free wo Ash when they want, The: Mangrone N
massive at around 18 acres, b it is big x'l'.ll'.l:.{"'-.
with only a fow swims, o make it very difficult
£or ECE NEAT the fish if a couple of other anglers are
on. | wanted to stand the maximum chance of
geoting on the fish so at the time didn't even tell
iy chose friends whar [ was planning on doing.

Mid-Orcrobser, on what was going to be my last
wrip., | treaved myselfeoa pod wich the winger bait
om it, Resule? A 200b Soz common and a 281b
common’ That was all [ neecled vo see. They were
defimively on the bait, Mow came the difficulr pare
of not fishing despite know ing they were on the
bair good and proper and wonild accept it as soon
as thew s 16

1 then bided my cime For a bew weeks, hshing
for barbel and chub, My mind was on the
Mamgrove though, Irwas difficuly to mot think
absour those fish. This vear [ had done evervthing
[ comtld think of to stack the odds i my I..l'-- LA hor
carching those fish th r::ll;—:||.|.|.|'|l.|.|r'~' and February.,

[he week before Christmas 1 could bear it
no longer, [ had to go back tor 2 quick midweek
session to try vo carch myself a Christmas present,
Chue of bed ar 4,45 a.m. and ingo dhe !.'-lr'.ll.l-.:.'.'d
Land Rover for the pwo-howr drive westward in

H R L |-q.'|'|'||"!'. 48] .:'\li.' st l.|':" anel cast ol at st Ili_'l 1.




It booked racher uninviting when [ armived, with
strong. gake-force winds seemingly blowing from
every direction, | looked in the logbook when
| arrived and saw chat ||.'!|:- ron fish had been
caught during the last six weeks, It looked like my
plan o keep away hadn't such a bad one after all,
[ sex myvself up on the bank behind the High
Swim o keep all moversent and noise on the
wooden staging 1o an absolure minimum., The

I |i:_:|'| Swim is the only swim vou are able o

else do this, bu it made
serse oo e, With the
fll e off thie erecs |
coatld see the lake from
the banl, s [ sex |:|l
o the bank. [ ended
up spending the das
::"I':“::: rather poody. The wind was eeally |l||'.~l-.::-
il | couldnt imagine spocting any fich so, bwy
lunchtime, [ foumsd novsel§wich 1y head buried
an a Dok, Ar lease | xl.l:--\.-.f o the bake eather than
chear |||-:;-:-||'|n the pub fior 2 mizal ag luncheime as
[ wswally dad,

B the time the dark began to descend over
the Shropshire countryside | gave mvselfa bic of
a kick LI Y W hackside, | had hzhed n':ri':'-l:.'.
with my head buried in the book rather than
booking for the slightest glimpse of 3 hsh, | made
a e of tes, got out of the bivey and crepe out to
th rowls amad soood there walling a fish o show,
Cupof tea hnished and darkness well and orulby

seteing in, [ was juss thinking about retiring to

the bivvy for another read when [ spotred one.
Absolurely mowhere near where [ was casting,
bur [ speoteed one at extreme range straighe in line
with the | 15:_'.|'| Swim. | |_|.|i._"-..::. wirind in a rod
and lex launch. Nowhere near! Well, being sorted
tor every eventuality, | wound back in, vook off
the spool of 13]b line and pur on a spool of 10
with a shockleader amached, Ir was properly dlark
when [ recast i the bluseery wind. 1 didn'e wee i
|_|_|'||_|_':~|_-|_ Llu’."\-'- ir WS i :I ri:.'_llli -.illntlll.'l anl,

(b 1E i'.l I:."':'\II LE ] I|.:.'| : L I 1 .:I.'.II\.I I'..II.I i-.'.li I L I Il.Ilt.Eu‘Il.'l\.E

devn on a hard spot. [ must admit to being quit
shocked by this as the G0z lead 1 had blasted oot
it the darknes should had slopped into s, |
have a method l?:‘\ll.:-"'-'.l'li: the beads the moment
they hit the wager, e, by pulling the roed back and
lowering the lead down, racher than burying ic
and breaking the earth’s crust!

| gess in hindsighe I either upser a racher lange
swan mussel by banging a lead down upon ir, or [
I'll[ fa | '||||'I=-CI. 1] I'III.I: | i[:!:;l 1% 1 E'\lllxxil_'l-lhl::\. ."‘||'|:. Wi,
at beast | mow had one in the "i:_|"|'|l: sorr of arci.

1000 a,m. the following dav and 1 was starming

o clear away my gear. | had o be back ar work for

2.00 pum, | waas racher disappointed after all che

p:.am I had made for chis winter, when suddenly,

the Dielkim chir |1'.'-.| ineo life and one of my Shaun
the "-.‘:.'.'l.'p-:.*-:-ll|l:||- loerked like he was droppang to
the decl for a bir of a feed! In an instane [ was on
I|'|l.' i L7 i .|:'.|.‘| I.h.l'.l. BAEG :"-[.I.'Iz'_:l:'\l\ C G, The Il:_"rl'.
went o for ages, bue eventually the Free Spint

Hi 5 rod amed 553000 reel combination did their
job, just as they had so many times bebore, Soon

[ wvas looking at a bong mirror with a big tail. At
211k i was ||-.:-|'-;'.".|||:.' the stare of ||'.|||;x IO COHEE

i [.||ll',:-:n.' Chrstmas to me!

Whar a diffc g Ll ] fish miakes, | ..:.||'\-'\. ¢ I'l.h.l\.
:I-\.||'|'.;, .';I [ A 'H.E'II'.\. cr
before work fecling
quire conreneed with
miyself. Thar bricf
peried of actually
fishing rather than
reading a book had

1|'||:-'|I.ZI T '.l.'l'll. It [;'I-\.\_':. VT Al ||_:_ i L1k I||_:-_|_' (4] |,':II
something abour ic. [ Fele [ had cawghe char one,
racher than i carch irself over a big bed of bair.

HII_: Il_ %05 Il.,.l IT I\.i‘l.

Mexn orip was January Lse [ve never been
particularly bothered about celebrating the Mew
Year. After the Christmas period [ am usualky
auite keen to get back to some sort of normalicy
Fiaeh was of 2 stimilas opinson and we bound
oursclves in bed well before midnighs and my

alarm clock was set for silly o'clock A,

I went off and | moved into autopilos, o

i Trifle = the

OISy aacuiBunpy
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Mangrove Memories - Part 3 | Shaun Hamson

= Carpworld

kertle on, flask of coffee made vo drink on the way

there, and off, It was weird, just like the wheole
world was asleep. No cars on the road, no one
Yer one thing which really did surprise me was
thie roral leck ||:'|m|i....-_- cars. [ wintld have rlllllli:l'll
after all the obvious parrying geing off into the
-q..'|r|:.' hicnirs ||'||_!. '|'|'I!-'|'.I'.:. II.I.'--:.' I'H..-q.'l'l "-rl.'.i.l.l."::h. .'I”'I-'
placed to pull over anyone who mighe just risk
driving home, Ah well, not my problem.

| was there ar the Mangrove and casting our
the first rod as the eastern sky started to lighten. |
was amazed vo find Craig Banks bivvied up in the
Stream Mouth when [ arrived. I chought 1 was
the only one who wasn't bothered about New
Year celebragions!

The wind was awful and, along with heavy rain
£, 11y |-_-.'_|'|:T'_|.'n'.'.|1'||:'.|l||~\. WERCN T CUITE a5 p|-'.'.'|x.=.l'l'.
as they could have been, The rod pods blew over,
despite me having them strapped dowen, and
pwice | hiad vo recast all four rods in case [ had

|||~.'|.|-_:_!-1._-|_‘| chie beacs |.|'.||EI'|:__," the |1-.J-.1 disasrers, |

did have a -\.III"-i'lI'lu'l'- ko e rod, bug 1 failed ro

Faa ' 1’ . '
2 suddenly that horrible jerky grating sensation

cannect with any I|||.'|5. | gu< 5% the wind could

have bounced dhe kead free from the silt.
Amaong all the chaos [ was rewarded with a

150 140z mirror, They wanted the bair - it was

up to me o barde the elements.

Dhary Extract
Suneliey 2nad fannary 2005
5,30 a.am, Foe bad enough deep. Gales and vein
ave stil] e, FETIE P REY -!'_n'.l'n-.'r:-.'.-.l'.ll-.-.l_-,;. 1 atwop sESSERYE

1

writr Hhrese black defes .-|'.1_|'."._

[T ﬂ_l'j_l.;g |'.|_I,"\., !|-,'|':II.'.I.:-{' .-'LI.". -'_:'.'I'r i Carrs, ..'|':I'.II'--.'|-;:lI'

gt 5 il 24 froners

auity. f fnave fus been out fo the vods and cased the
l|'--.l'|'----_'|'r-c'-':-||'||I the Iiner — good ol re; r-'l-:l'.. Ebre Lefr=luemd
o aued .ur-'.r_ll'.".'n -';'-:Hr-"-"r'.l'-'n{.l'.;-:'t ".""""""I' T anincst B
|.".'.J;'-!'rll.'l-"r'.l'.'lr-'e Laest |'|'i'-'-'-".l'.'|'|' fednad r-l'.'l'-l-lﬂ-'.-'é' e rols
on the deck, Holr bron!

“The joys of winter carping! | had made the
mistake of allowing myself ro dowe of Froo carly
the night before,

Eventually daylight came and with it the
combort of I."h.'ll'|i; shle o see more. 1 recast them
all ae 10000 2. m. and ae 1100 a.m, was inte a
big fish. It held its own oast in the lake for a long
while before kiting ro my left. I knew what was
O o |1..=.|"||i‘.-u'n. a large willow had fallen o
my left and the carp was heading behind thar. 1
'|'-|||||pr|.1 as hard as [ dare and got back as mauch

line as | could, hoping it would miss ir, bur

came up the line as my line started o pull
throawgh the underaarer branches. Soon i was
solid just yards away. [ had a boat with me in the
swim but in these rough conditions [ was rathes
loath to gerin it [ was in a stalemate sinearion,
There was no way [ was going vo get in the boat
withour informing someone. | telephoned
{ :rJ.i!-_l:n,-. see iF he would come and |_',i‘.'|.' T SOMEe
assistance just in case anything went wrong,
Craig turned up and with life jacker donned, |
got into the boat and made my way to the snag, |
hand-lined but couldn’t feel anything on the end.
[ carchully slid the car down the line and could
feel the lezd bur couldn't feel anything live on the
erd. I'my cerrain the fish had transferred the hook.
| '.:.".'.||.|.|||.:. | got the :|5;|1.LLL without thic carp.

Amazingly, whilst clambering back on the
baards I saw the marker knot on another reel
shoot past me. So strong was the wind | didn
hear the alarm. A common of around 7lb was the
culprit. Nor much of 2 consolation, bur a carp
nonetheless and, ar arcazricd T, QJUIECE A CANS ONE
bor the Mangrove.

I left soon afterwards. The conditions were
making it rather unplexsan and, afterall, 1 g0
'.E 'ah i !'.!_'| 1;.:I| E"'I'.'ul."l.l T

January 12ch 1 was back for a single day-only
sexsion which would mean four hours’ driving
for cight hours' fishing. My rakes were all coming
i -.in:.]iﬂ‘u: hours and if I stopped doing the

|'|'.!_:|'||:'-. | q_'ill,l..l,‘l I:.--:'. CVECTY 'nl.'-..-l.'!-i. ]:'w.:-l:l.!'l‘.I'IL |'||!_:|1:-.

rn-.'lrl'_ [i
on the first gl my

-




¥ T T

WAS CORLIME M halfa ey ooff the follow ing wock
becawie of work commitmenes.

| thowght Tmasse be mad as [ see off Bor the frrus
|-r'|n:. dav-anly sewaons, bast by the end af that

day
r'n||n'.1.'i|'|!_:1r with fish of 200k R, 181k, 161b S0e.

ifter Il !Hal:::!; i _=|:"" FCOIMAITICNE A I'II.' e, I:!! en

351 Boz and 231k 120z by 330 in dhe afternoon,
I felc precoy smug with mvself!

The nexe day-only session 3 2204, 2 24.06, 2
1609, 2 27.07 and another F:--|'Hll.|:l'.1l.'|:' — a mirno:
this time (the kst one had been a common).
[hese day-only sessions were quite enjovable and

rivy lowg-verm application of the baie wathout

usiig it i 4 lesrw sustained |'||.':I-h.E1'l|.I:I1:.-\'.' wias
workinng more than | could ever have hoped,

I reewerned in February and seill che Ash came,
2502 comamenn, 27 00 comman, 3001 % mimror, |
would like to say chese catches continued righe
through to the end of
the seawon, bar alas,

I'll_'.l I[:‘I i'\.'\l_ll_ = AW e
'il.ll.ll.::\.'l'l:? ',II'..'||'||<; Lk .'i-.l'|
for the following few
wocks, Hay ing said char,
vy Winer -pa:.'| an the

:". [.Ii |E_':!.“|'I.' I I.I.l\.E XL I\.'L'l.ll.'l\.i.
all expectations as it was,

Cher the vears the Mangrove had produced
so few fush in the [amary and February perind
that any capture was dehninely an achicvement
in there. The |-:'-|'|!; term introduction of bair had
been a idea I'd had in dhe back of my mind for

sonmie pimie, buor like with so many ocher |;:1i.-'.-_l;~
} Ik

in life, I had never gor around o doing anything

abour ir. Cerrainly though. from now on maose of

my barting on any water will incorporate a bic of
winger bait just in case..,

[t was often 2 bartle of the elemencs on the
Mangrove during the winger months bur by
travelling and only fishing the daylight hours, the
galkes and the odd froses we suffered for most of my
timie there were more than bearable, These days
[ quite like hishing the dayvs-only in the wineer. It
can mean 1 lot of effon Hn.ll.l:l'._!.:.llllt o b at h|||:.
times of the night/moming, scraping the car and
travelling a bong distance, but when the water has
warthwhile rewards and vou have done evervthing
vou can go stack the osdds in yvour Favour then this
cHort s corrain |:.' macle worthwhile,

The smumer of 2005 was |'||'.|_..;|:i-_'.a||:. WTITLCTE
aff for me I:.--:'li."._|_'L wise | was w-.:rl.,;n!; every hour
possible doing background work vowards whar

wis o eventually become known as L uest Bairs. |

was still holding down a 9.00-6.00 job ar Walkers,
bt had decided to make the leap from 25 vears
of regular emplovmene into the unknown warld
of working for myself. | knew I wouldn's get
miuch chance vo fish chis WCAT, buie lieede did |
realise how livtle opporounity [ would get over
the nexe few vears.

I remained a member of the Mangrove for a
further three vears, but hardly managed to fish
the place, | had becoane single during this time,

ared with a -.'-!'.|1'||1|-;'|:|, lxck ||1.;i<1!_{-air[u rs | was

unakle to ger over oo this magical place.
Work rowally ook over v life and 1 threw
evervthing into chis thar | possibly could. By

I‘-.h.'\i.'l'li |'|1I.',. s .|'|I i i ||.|I| I'\l J.I'"-l H I"’i.'l\.l 1rl ||1'.'\- il I'.-I I

didn't notice the fact thae | '.r.lhh.u-.”:- EETing cut.

]'i||.1.|::.. i 2008, [ decided noe to rencw vy
ticket. This was an inc redibly hard decrion to
ke, | was pavang a Fatr bt -:'-I'|1'u|.'|-.':. foar pickets
but was unzble to fish most waters due 1o being a
dog ewner, | had thought | would be a Mangrove
member for the rest of my life bur alas life's
situations and circumsLaNCes move on,

This year I really have gor my fishing head
back on. [ have ;ll1|'|-:.'l.| awares where Beook 1y
Staffy can come with me and ie's enabled me wo
get torally focused on my :i'-.".:u!: again. The last
summer has been a great one foar me I'1~.|1u:!;
wisc, bur chis is oy ioarsly another story far

another time
I '-l.'lll.llll I!l-:n.' [k
timish this series with
a massive thank you
o Tim fa .|||<l'-'-'i1'.g
e 00 join in the Aess
prlace, the Gl I'.|||1-.|3-.
foe making the water
wvailable, and definively not r'||:1_'.-. tting the rest
of the syiwdicate who made miy fshing ag the
Mangrove such a pleasurable expenience, The
|:I'-EI.II'|_!_'| o the :'ﬁ[.l.'l.l_".'\l:'\-'n.' i 1.|'-|i|: iNTO DWW roTas
and [ would strggzle to put together better roca
members than those we had on ours. Thanks
lads = a special place and time in my life, made
even bermer by all of vou, although [ have ro say,
the wineer [ have just written abour, each vrip 1

!'ll.'l'-'-'.'l.‘l thar none of vou would be there!

Best fishes. SEG
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